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Coach Joe Lapchick 

KNICKERBOCKER RECORD 

Year Games Won dames Lost Pct. Finish 

1947-48 26 22 .542 Second 
1948-49 32 28 .533 Second 
1949-50 40 28 .588 Second 
1950-51 36 30 .545 Third 
1951-52 37 29 .560 Third 
1952-53 47 .671 First 
1953-54 44 

23 
28 .611 First 

1954-55 _21 _It .528 Second 
300 222 

KNICKERBOCKER PLAY-OFF RECORD 

Year Games Won Games Lost 

1948 1 2 
1949 3 3 
1950 

g 
2 

1951 6 
1952 8 6 
1953 6 5 
1954 0 4 
1955 1 2 

30 30 

LAPCHICKIS RECORD AT ST. JOHN'S 

Year Games Won Games Lost Pct. 

1936-37 13 6 .684 
1937-38 15 4 .789 
1938-39 18 4 .818 
1939-40 15 4 .789 
1940-41 11 6 .647 
1941-42 16 5 .761 
1942-43 21 3 .875 
1943-44 18 5 .782 
1944-45 21 2 .875 1945_46 17 .739 
1946-47  16 7 .695 
Total 11 Seasons 'Mr ra 7773 

NATIONAL INVITATION TOURNAMENT RECORD AT ST. JOHN'S 
Year Games Won Games Lost 

**1939 1 2 
1940 0 1 

' 1943 3 0 
* 1944 3 0 
**1945 2 1 

1946 0 1 
1947  0 1 

Total 7 tournaments
in 11 Seasons. 

* Won Invitation Championship 
** Lost in semi-final round 



.1955-56 NEW YORK KNICKERBOCKERS 

NO. 
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NAME AGE 

Atha, Dick 24 

Baechtold, Jim 27 

Braun, Carl 28 

Clifton, Nat 31 

Dukes 4 Walter 25 

Felix, Ray 24 

Gallatin, Harry 28 

McGuire, Dick 29 

Peterson, Bob 23 

Santini, Bob 23 

Sears, Ken 22 

Shue, Gene 23 

Turner, Jack 25 

HT. 

6-2 

6-4 

6-5 

6-7 

7-o 

6-11 

6-6 

6-o 

6-5 

6-5 

6-9 

6-2 

6-4 

WT. HOME TOWN 

190 Otterbein, /nd. 

207 Coraopolis, Pa. 

180 Garden City, 'N.Y. 

225 Wyandanch„ N.Y. 

220 Rochester, W.Y. 
220 Bronx, N.Y. 

212 Wood River, 

180 Rockaway, N.Y. 

210 Palo Alto, Cal. 

195 Bronx, N.Y. 

200 Watsonville, Cal. 

175 Baltimore, Md. 

174 Bedford, Ind. 

307 West 49th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Coach--Joe Lapchick 

Trainer--Don Friederichs 

COLLEGE 

Indiana State 

Eastern Kentuck* 

Colgate 

TRvier

Setort }fan 

Long IsTand U. 

N. R. Missouri 

St. John's 

Oregon Univ. 

Iona 

Santa Clara 

Maryland U. 

Western Kentucky 

Publicity--Lester Scott 

Business Managers-Fred Podesta 
_John Goldner 

NEW YORK KNICKERBOCKERS 
Office: Madison Square Garden, 307 West 49th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Telephone: Columbus 5-61100 

JAMES D. NORRIS President 
NED IRISH Executive Vice President 
FRED PODESTA and JOHN GOLDNER Business Managers 
LESTER SCOTT Public Relations 
VLNCE BORYLA Coach 
HOME COURTS Madison Square Garden. 69th Regiment Armory 
SEATING CAPACITY Garden, 18.000; Armory, 5,200 
COLORS Blue and Orange 



JIM BAECHTOLD 

Age--27, born Dec. 9, 1927 in McKeesport, Pa. 
Height--614" Weight--205. 
Home--Coraopolis, Pa. College--Eastern Kentucky. 

Service Record: Army - 2 years. 

Third year with Knicks; fourth year in NBA. Came to Knicks in 1953 
from Baltimore in trade for Max Zaslofsky. Had outstanding rookie 
year with Baltimore scoring 661 points in 64 games for 10.3 average. 
Last year he played in 72 games, scoring 1003 points, per game average 
of 13.9, fourth best on the team in both departments. 

Played four years at Eastern Kentucky, scoring 443 points in senior 
year for 19.2 average. One-hand jump shot specialist. Went to Army 
straight from high school. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season ?layoffs 

Games Points Av . Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1953-54 70 474 6.8 117 1954 3 28 9.3 9 
1954-55 72 1003 13.9 218 1955 3 48 16.0 14 

1952--Rookie Year at Baltimore--1953 

64 661 10.3 154 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

4 

4 

4 



CARL BRAUN 

Age--28, born Feb. 25, 1927, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Height-6 15" Weight--180. 
Home--Garden City, New York. College--Colgate. 

Service Record: Merchant Marines, 6 months; Army, 2 years. 

Seventh season with Knicks, three prior to Army induction in 1950 and 
fourth since return for the 1952-53 campaign. Has led team scoring 
every year he has worn Knick uniform. Last year he tallied 1074 points 
12th best in the league for a 15.1 per game average. Runner-up to 
team-mate Dick McGuire in assists with 274. 

Signed with New York in 1947 and took team scoring title in freshman 
year with 671 points in 47 games. His 47 points against Providence 
that season was then a league record. His best per game average was 
in 1949-50 with 15.4, seventh best in the NBA. He once held the all-
time Colgate scoring mark as a freshman with 296 points in 16 games 
during the 1945-46 campaign. Held Long Island scholastic record of 
396 points in 17 games while at Garden City High. 

Quit organized baseball in 1948 following a year's pitching stint with 
Binghamton of the New York Yankee chain. 

Played service basketball at Fort Bragg, N.C., averaging 31.0 points 
for 24 games in 1950-51 and 32.0 in 34 games in 1951-52. 

Named to 1952-53, 1953-54, 1954-55 NBA Eastern All-Star teams. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1947-48 47 671* 14.2 61 1948 3 30 10.0 2 
1948-49 57 810* 14.2 173 1949 6 116* 19.3 19 
1949-50 57 1031* 15.4 247 1950 5 85 17.0 19 
1952-53 70 977* 14.0 243 1953 11 148 13.5 31 
1953-54 72 1062* 14.8 209 1954 3 57* 19.0 6 
1954-55 71 1074* 15.1 274 1955 3 54. 18.0 16 

* Team Leader * Team Leader 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



SWEETWATER CLIFTON 

Age--31, born Oct. 13, 1924, in Chicago. 
Height-6 17" Weight--220. 
Home--Wyandanch, N.Y. College--Xavier of New Orleans. 

Service Record: Army--3 years; Overseas-2i years. 

Sixth season with New York after two years with Harlem Globetrotters. 
Spends summer months touring with Trotters. Fast for size, tremendous 
rebounder and ball handler. Last season, third to Harry Gallatin and 
Ray Felix in rebounds with 612. Fifth in total points, 944, and his 
per game average of 13.1 was his best in Knick uniform. New York's 
top rebounder in 1951-52 with 731, seventh in NBA. Led team scoring 
in playoffs last season with 59 in three games. 

Former first baseman in Cleveland Indians' farm system. Hit .304 for 
Wilkes Barre in 1950. Native of Chicago, now resides on Long Island. 
Married, has two children. 

Boasts largest hands in basketball. "Sweetwater" tag stems from 
fondness for soft drinks. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg, Assts. 

1950-51 65 562 8.6 
1951-52 62 658 10.6 
1952-53 70 744 10.6 
1953-54 72 688 9.6 
1954-55 72 944 13.1 

162 1951 
209 1952 
231 1953 
176 1954 
198 1955 

14 100 7.1 46 
14 132 9.4 34 
11 132 12.0 39 
3 21 7.0 4 
3 59* 19.7 13 

* Team Leader 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 



WALTER DUKES 

Age--25, born June 6, 1930 in Youngstown, Ohio. 
Height---7'0". Weight---220. 
Home--Rochester, N.Y. College--Seton Hall. 

Playing his first season with the Knickerbockers, Walter was 
New York's first draft choice in 1953 but elected to sign with the 
Harlem Globetrotters for whom he played two seasons. 

At Seton Hall, where he won All-American fame, Dukes broke 
all scoring records, hitting his peak in the 1952-53 campaign with 
861 points for an average of 26 a game. This output ran his varsity 
total to 1,789. Behind this spree, Seton Hall won 27 straight games, 
as Walter scored 30 or more points on 10 different occasions. He led 
Seton Hall to the National Invitation Tournament title and was voted 
the most valuable player award. 

The 7-foot Dukes studied international law in Paris this 
past summer. Coach Joe Lapchick says that Dukes can outleap any big 
man in the league in clearing the boards and he can outspeed any big 
man downcourt on the fast break. 

DICK ATHA 
OM. NO 

Age--24, born Sept. 21, 1931 in Lafayette, Ind. 
Height--612". Weight--190. 
Hometown--Otterbein, Ind. College--Indiana state. 

Service Record: 2 years in Army. 

One of the Knicks' brightest rookies, Dick created a fine 
impression in camp two years ago, then departed for the armed forces. 
He was named to the 1953 Helms Foundation All-America and to the 1953 
NAIB tournament team after scoring 98 points in five games, including 
a single game NAIB record of 32 against Arkansas Tech. His college 
total was 1,119 points in 85 successive starts. Has an excellent one-
hand shot from the outside and is a clever, hustling playmaker. In 
1951 he was a member of the U. S. team which won the Pan American 
Olympics in Buenos Aires. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



RAY FELIX 

Age--24, born Dec. 10, 1930 in New York City. 
Height-6'11" Weight--220. 
Hometown: New York, N.Y. College--Long Island University 

Third year in pro ball. Came to the Knicks in 1954 in 4 four player 
deal sending New York's Connie Simmons and Al McGuire to Baltimore 
for Felix and rookie Chuck Grigsby. In his first season with the 
Knicks, Felix scored 1038 points with a 14.4 per game average, 15th 
best in the league. His 43.8% field goal percentage was fourth best 
in the NBA while he finished fifth in the loop in rebounds with 818. 

Unanimously voted "Rookie of the Year" in the 1953-54 campaign, he led 
Baltimore in every department but assists and personal fouls. With 
the Bullets he scored 1,269 points for an average of 17.6, fifth in 
the league as was his field goal percentage of 41.7. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1954-55 72 1038 14.4 67 1955 3 17 5.7 1 



HARRY GALLATIN 

Age--28, born April 26, 1927, in Wood River, Illinois. 
Height--616" Weight--210. 
Home--Wood River, Illinois. College--N.E. Missouri State. 

Service Record: Navy--15 months; Overseas--9 months. 

Eighth season with New York. One of pro league's greatest rebounders. 
Led the NBA in that department two years ago with 1098 and finished 
second last year with 995. Second in Knick scoring for sixth straight 
year and twelfth in the league with 1053 points for a 14.6 average. 
Named to NBA all-star second team. 

Has not missed a game since joining the Knicks with a skein or 522, 
including 56 playoff tests. Received his Masters degree in Physical 
Education two summers ago from the University of Iowa. 

Boasted second best field goal percentage in NBA in 1951-52, 44.2. 
Fifth in 1950-51, 41.6. Led the team in rebounds in 1951 and 1952 
playoffs, lost honor to Clifton in 1953. Has never averaged less than 
double figures in scoring in seven consecutive playoffs. 

Joined Knicks in 1948. Led Northeast Missouri State scoring in 
1947-48 with 465 points, 15.0 average. All-MIAA Conference selection 
two years. 

Pitched two years for Chicago Cubs' Decatur (Ill.) farm club. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points 2am, Assts. Games Points

1948-49 52 434 8.3 63 1949 6 72 
1949-50 68 803 11.8 56 1950 5 65 
1950-51 66 845 12.8 180 1951 14 165 
1951-52 66 741 11.2 115 1952 14 151 
1952-53 70 865 12.4 126 1953 11 116 
1953-54 72 949 13.2 153 1954 3 40 
1954-55 72 1053 14.6 176 1955 3 55 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Avg. Assts. 

12.0 10 
13.0 6 
11.8 26 
10.8 19 
10.5 15 
13.3 5 
18.3 7 



DICK McGUIRE 

Age--29, born Jan. 26, 1926, in New York City. 
Height--6 10" Weight--180. 
Home--Rockaway Beach, N.Y. College--St. John's (Brooklyn). 

Service Record: Navy--28 months. 

This famous playmaker and ball handler is in his seventh season with 
New York. Led NBA in assists in 1949-50. Second in assist column 
last year with 542. Scored 647 points for a 9.1 per game average, 
his best as a Knick. The tireless six footer is an amazing rebounder 
and leader of the Knicks' fast break. 

Voted No. 1 player in St. John's history. Captain and leading scorer 
from 1947 to 1949. Four times all-New York City first team selection, 
twice winner of Haggerty Award as best Metropolitan player. Only 
unanimous choice on 1948-49 All-Met team. All-American second team 
choice for three years running. Star at Dartmouth and Great Lakes as 
naval trainee during World War II. Coach Lapchick protege for two 
seasons at St. John's. Took up basketball when Junior in high school. 
Single. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs, 

Games_ Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1949-50 68 584 8.6 386* 1950 5 63 12.6 27 
1950-51 64 537 8.4 400 1951 14 74 5.3 78 
1951-52 64 591 9.2 388 1952 14 145 10.4 90 
1952-53 61 437 7.2 296 1953 11 83 7.5 70 
1953-54 68 622 9.1 354 1954 3 3 1.0 3 
1954-55 71 647 9.1 542 1955 3 20 6.7 12 

* League Leader 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



BOB PETERSON 

Age: 23, born Jan. 25, 1932, born in San Mateo, Cal. 
Height: 6'5" Weight: 215. 
Hometown: Menlo Park, Cal. College: University of Oregon 

Service Record: Army, 2 years. 

Discharged from the Army last January, Peterson proved a 
pleasant surprise with his torrid rebounding and hustle. He scored 
154 points in 37 games and posted 154 rebounds. His most impressive 
game came in the season's finale against the Celtics. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1954-55 37 154 4.2 31 1955 3 24 8.0 5 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BOB SANTINI 

Age--23, born Feb. 17, 1932 in Bronx, N.Y. 
Height--6 15" Weight--192. 
Hometown--Bronx, N.Y. College--Iona. 

Service Record: 2 years in Army. 

An outstanding scorer at Iona for three years. Santini 
picked up considerable poise and savvy playing in the service where he 
was runner up to Johnny O'Brien in scoring with the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds quintet. His average was better than 20 points •a game compared 
to the 13 point average he showed for three varsity campaigns at Iona. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



KEN SEARS 

Age: 22, born Aug. 17, 1933 in Watsonville, California. 
Height: 619" Weight: 200. 
Hometown: Watsonville, Cal. College--Santa Clara 

The Knickerbockers! first draft choice, Sears resembles Easy 
Ed Macauley In physique. His total last season at Santa Clara was 
535 points in 24 games for a 22.3 average behind a 50.1 shooting 
average from the floor. He was seventh in the nation in foul shooting 
with an average of 83.8 and his rebound average was 17.5. 

West coach scribes named Sears the outstanding player in 
Northern California the last two years, giving him the nod over San 
Francisco's Bill Russell, 6-10 All-America center. 

Nicknamed the "Big Cat", Sears boasts an excellent outside 
shot and is extremely fast on the downcourt break. Among his honors 
was his being named to the NCAA Western Regional tournament first 
team three successive years. 

SEARS' SCORING AT SANTA CLARA 

TP AVG. 

383 14.2 
438 16.2 
535 22.3 

G 

1952-53 27 
1953-54 27 
1954-55 24 

* * * * * * * * * * 



GENE SHUE 

Age--24, born Dec. 18, 1931 in Baltimore. 
Height-6 12" Weight-170. 
Hometown: Baltimore. College: University of Maryland. 

First draft choice of Philadelphia in 1954, Shue was purchas-
ed from the Warriors early in the '54 campaign. He scored 259 points 
in 62 games, earning a starting role on several occasions late in the 
season. 

A crafty backcourt performer with a fine set shot, Shue won 
All-America honors at Maryland in the 1953-54 campaign. Holder of 14 
Maryland records, Shue tallied 1,397 points in his career, winding up 
with a 21.8 senior average. He is an excellent defensive player. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg, Assts. Games Points kyji, Assts. 

1954-55 62 259 4.2 89 1955 3 22 7.3 4 

JACK TURNER 
111 ••• 

Age: 25, born June 29, 1930 in Bedford, Ind. 
Height: 6'4". Weight: 170. 
Hometown: Bedford, Indiana. College: Western Kentucky. 

SERVICE RECORD: 2 years in Army 

Second season In pro ball after having been the Knicks' first 
draft choice in 1954. An excellent ball handler and deadly from the 
outside, he scored 282 points as a reserve backcourtman. In three 
seasons at Western Kentucky he scored 1018 points with a 12.5 average 
per game. 

KNICKERBOCKER CAREER 

Regular Season Playoffs 

Games Points Avg. Assts. Games Points Avg. Assts. 

1954-55 65 282 4.3 77 1955 2 5 2.5 2 






