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THE PACKERS NFC (NFL) PLAYOFF HISTORY . . GAME BY GAME

1935 — GREEN BAY 21, BOSTON REDSKINS 6. (Poko
Grounds, New York) — Allnouqh New York was not rep-
resented in the tile playotl, the game was played in the Polo
Grounds because the Redskins (ranchise was being shdted to
Washington, D.C.. by George Marshall. A tum-out of 29,545
mmummad&wmmmm!mmg
Herber in the first three minutes. and the Packers were never

1938 — NEW YORK 23, GREEN BAY 17, (Polo Grounds,
Hew York) — The Packers overcame an early 9-0 New York
tead, spawned by two blocked punts, but could nol hold off
the Giants in the second half. The Packers began to close-in
early in the second period, Amie Hesber capitalizing on a
Paul (Tiny) Enoebretsen interception w fofting a 50-yard
ing the Giants mar-

shostly converted a mid-field fumble by Packer

fullback Eddie Jankowski into a 16-7 lead before Green Bay
again trimmed the deficit to two points before the half was
over; Clarke Hinkle crashing over from the 6-inch line fallow-
1ng a 66-yard Cecil Isbell pass to Wayland Becker. The Pack-
ers then forged in front in opening minutes of the second
haif for the first and only time in the game; an Engebretsen
field goal presenting them with a 17-16 edge. The Giants.

stormed back with a 61-yard sconnq drive, capped
by a 35-yard pass from Ed Danowsks to Hank Soar. Soar
fought his way over the goal line from the 2, vnm Hinkle ol
inging to one leg, tnr what proved (o be the winning touch-
down. A crowd of 48,120, a play-off record, sat in on pro-
ceedings.
1939 — GREEN BAY 27, NEW YORK 0, (State Fair Park,
Milwaukee) — The Packers made playoff history by scoring
first shutout ever registered in NFL championship game. De-
spite bitter, 35 m.p.h. wind, both Amie Herber and Cecil Is
beil passed for touchdowns in leading Green Bay to its Mm
world championship before 32,279 fans.

Green Bay mounted a 7-0 haftime lead, by dint of a
Herber scoring strike to Milt Gantenbein, and pulled away in
the third quarter on a 29-yard field goal by Paul (Tiny) En
gebretsen and a long TD pass from Isbeil to Joe Laws. The
Packers added 10 more points in the fourth quarter 60 a
42-yard tield goal by Ermie Smith and a shorl scoring run by
futidack Eddie Jankowsk:.

1884 — GREEN BAY 14, NEW YORX 7, (Polo Grounds.
New York) — With peeriess pass catcher Don Hutson emp-
loyed primartly as a decoy !or the Giant defense, fullback Ted
Fritsch emerged the offensive hero of Packers’ sixth world
title victory.

Fritsch scored both Green Bay touchdowns, one on a
2-yard run in the second quarter and the other on a 26-yard
pass-and-run coilaboraden with trv Comp in the third. Ward
Cuft scored the Giants touchdown with a one-yard plunge on
the first play of the final period. Joe Laws, the Packers' vete-
ran, 34-year-ld all-purpose hatfback, had a briliant day, set-
ting a playoﬂ record with three interceptions and claiming

ground gaming honors with 74 yards in 13 carnies. Atten-
danee' 46,016.

1850 — PHILADELPHIA 17, GREEN BAY 13 (Frankiin Frud)
— Packers erected a 6-0 lead in the second
out in front by 13-10 in fourth quarter betore yielding to Iau
surge by antes who scored the deciding points on a 5-yard
burst
Gleg Bay moved ahead in first quarter on a 20-yasd Pau!
Homung field goal. Homung added 23-yard FG in second
quarters but Eagles ted i 6-6 on a 35-yard scoring pass
from Nomm Van Brocklin to Tommy McOonald and edged
ahead via Bobby Walston's first conversion. Waiston fol-
towed with a 15-yard FG for a 10-6 halftime lead.

The Packers stopped Philadeiphia at their own four late :n
third period, then recaptured lead on a 7-yard TD pa
from Bart Starr to Max McGee. Asa»yammﬂmumb;
Dean, however, ignited Eagles and victory eluded Packets,
making thex first tile game appearance in 16 years. Aften-

dance: 67,325.

1961 — GREEN BAY 37, NEW YORK 0, (Lambeau Field.
Green Bay) — Paul Homung, on leave from the Army,
scored an individual record 19 points to key Packer decima-
tion of Giants in first lite game ever played in Green Bay.

gin to 9-7.
The

A record Packer home crowd of 39,029 watched the
Green and Gotd erupt foe 24 points in the second quarter. In
all, the Packers scored seven times against the NFL's top de-
fensive team of 1961, amassing four touchdowns and three
fietd goals. The defense, meanwhile, was proving a devastat-
ing complement 1o the attack, intercepting four Giant passes
and recovering one fumble.

Two interceptions, by Ray Nilschke and defensive back
Hank Gremminger, set up touchdowns No. 2 and 3 while the
fumble recovery by Forrest Gregg led to Homung's secand
field goal and a Jess Whittenton interception to Homung's

1862 — GREEN BAY 15, NEW YORK 7, (Yankee Stadium,
Hew York) — Out front !l the way in a raw, cyclonic set-
ting, Packers weather siege by vengeful Giants in primitive,
hand-to-hand struggle. Ray Nitschke proves principal trustra-
tion to New Yorkers, seeking redsmption for shutout humitia-
tion n ‘61 tthe game. His deflection triggers interception to
blunt earty Giant drive to Green Bay 10. On way to being
named game's most valuable payes. he also reglswsm
interceptions, one of which led to the Packers’ only iouch.
down of the attenoon. The other set up a 29-yard field qoal
by Jesry Kramer, whose trio of three-pointers provided even-
tual margin.

Giants’ onty TD comes on block of Max McGee punt in
Green Bay end zone midway through the third quarter.

A vattered Jim Taylor sets piayoff record with 31 cushing

attempts, good for 85 yards.
1865 — GREEN BAY 23, CLEVELAND 12, (Lambeau Feld,
Green Bay) — Field softened by four-inch snow made Packer
backs only run harder as Lambeau Field ctowd of 50,777
celebrated third championship i five years. Jim Taylor and
Paul Hornung amassed 201 yards rushing in rally that over-
camé Browns’s early 9-7 lead.

Packers charged to 7-0 first quarter advantage on 47-yard
Bart Starr pass to Carroll Dale and Oon Chandler's conver-
sion, but moved in front on a 17-yard TD strike
kg;\ Frank Ryan to Gary Collins and 24-yard Lou Groza field

9

Green Bay rebounded, however, wath 15 and 23 yard FGs
by Chandler, the latter fotlowing 2 Willie Wood interception,

1o clam 13-7 lead subsequently trimmed to a single point by
a second Geaza FG shortly belore the intermission.

Starr settied the issue in thicd quarter, escorting the Pack-
ers on a 90-yard, 11-play scoring drive climaxed by
Homung's 13-yard sweep of Biowns' right perimeter.

1966 — GREEN BAY 34, DALLAS 27, (Cotton Bowl, Dallas)
— Bart Starr has one of his finest hours, passing for four
touchdowns as Packers win second straight title and fourth
in six years. Tom Brown thwarts last-minute Cowboy bid.
and the majonty of 74,152 Cotton Bowl fans, with end zone
interception of Don Meredith's fourth down pass from Green

2.

Packers mounted Guick 14-0 lezd on a 17-yard Slarr pass

to Etjah Pitts and 18-yard scoring run with a fumble recov-
ery by tookie Jim Grabowski, bul fed only 21-17 at haltime
following ex| Cowboy comeback. After a 32-yarg Vil-
lanueva field goal had cut Packer lead to a tenuous 21-20,
Starr hit Dowler and McGee with 16-yard scoring passes to
prowide a cushion against the Cowboy's late surge.
1967 — GREEN BAY 21, DALLAS 17, (Lambeau Field,
Green Bay) — With thermometer shuddesing at 13 below
210 and 50.861 in stands, Bart Starr scares winning touch-
down from one-yard-tine with 13 seconds remaining, sealing
record thisd straight championship for Packers and their fifth
in seven years.

Starr’s touchdown. on third down with o timeouts re-
maiming, climaxed a 68-yard drive in 12 plays.

As was case in 1966, Packers grabbed early 14-0 advan-
tage. But this time Co came from behind to take the
lead, forcing story book finish by Green Bay to win contest
fater voted the greatest game in pra football history.

Star's touchdown passes of 8 and 46 yards to Boyd
Dowler budt the first quarter bulge, timmed in second quar-
ter by George Andrie’s 7-yatd scoring return of a Starr fum-
ble and 21-yard Danny Villanueva field goal. Don Meredith's
50-yard scoring stnke to Lance Rentzel in the fourth quarter
triggered the dramatic denouement.










































Most Passes Attempted (one season) —
478, Green Bay, 1951 (231 completed)

Best Passing Efficiency
More than 250 — 60.7%, 1966 (193 completions in 318 attempts)
More than 250 — 60.1%, 1962 (178 completions in 285 attempts)
More than 250 — 59.1%, 1968 (in 318 attempts)
More than 250 — 57.9%, 1364 (186 completions in 321 attempts)
More than 250 — 57.8%, 1961 (177 completions in 306 attempts)

* — League Record

*Fewest Passes Attempted, Game
0, Green Bay vs. Portsmouth Oct. 8, 1933

Seasons Leading League, Passing Yardage
5(1934 - 35 - 36 - 37, 1942)

Fewest Yards Gained Passing, Both Teams, Game
—11 Green Bay (—10) vs. Dallas (—1) Oct. 24, 1965

Most Touchdown Passes (one season) —
28, Green Bay, 1942 26, Green Bay, 1952
26, Green Bay, 1951

Most Passes Had Intercepted (one game) —
8, Green Bay vs. New York Giants, November 21, 1948

Most Touchdown Passes (one game) —
6, GB vs. Chicago Cardinals, Nov. 1, 1942; and GB vs. Detroit, Oct. 7, 1945

Most Times Tackled, Attempting Passes, Game
11, Green Bay vs. Detroit, Nov. 5, 1967

Most Seasens Leading League, Completion Percentage
7, Green Bay 1936, 41, 61-62, 64, 66, 68

Fewest Passes Had Intercepted, Season
6, Green Bay, 1964

Most Passes Had Intercepted, Game
8, Green Bay vs. New York Giants, Nov. 21, 1948

Most Passes Had intercepted, Both Teams, Game
11, Green Bay (4) vs. Cleveland Rams (7) Oct. 30, 1938
11, Green Bay (7) vs. Detroit (4) Oct. 20, 1940

SCORING

Most Touchdowns (one season) —
53, 1862 (14 games) 43, 1966 (14 games)
49, 1861 (14 games) 41, 1960 (12 games)
46, 1963 (14 games) 41, 1942 (11 games)
44, 1964 (14 games)

Most Teuchdowns Running (one seasen) —
39,1962 32, 1960 31, 1961

Most Peints After Touchdown (one season) —
52,1962 49, 1961 43, 1963 41, 1960 41,1964 41, 1966

Most Field Goals (one season)

33, 1972 (48 attempts) 16, 1863 (33 attempts)
25, 1974 (39 attempts) 16, 1961 (24 attempts)
21, 1973 (35 attempts) 16, 1955 (24 attempts)
19, 1967 (26 attempts) 15, 1962 (20 attempts)
17, 1965 (37 attempts) 15, 1970 (28 attempts)
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ultimate capacity of 25,000 was
reached.
AFTER WORLD WAR I, City

Stadium gradually faded from its once
proud position as one of the favored
fields in the National Football League to
an inadequate and obsolete installation.
As pro crowds increased it was impos-
sible to expand the stadium any
further. With limited capacity, the Pac-
kers found it increasingly difficult to
schedule top opponents at home. Sep-
tember 29, 1957 was a proud day for
Green Bay and its Packers. A million
dollar modern stadium with a seating
capacity of 32,150 was dedicated. In
1961, the Stadim was expanded to
38,669, to 42,327 in 1963, to 50,861
in 1965 when the name was changed
to Lambeau Field, and to the present
56,267 in 1970.

The Packer’s colorful saga, spanning
57 years, can be roughly divided into
gight chapters. They take us from the
“lron Man'" period of the first decade
under founder Curly Lambeau to the
present day, which finds the Packer's
legendary quarterback, Bart Starr, pres-
iding as the eighth head coach in the
team’s history.

THE IRON MAN ERA —With good
financial backing, Lambeau began to
pick up college stars from all over the
country, plus some unknowns who
were going to turn out to be “greats.”
And in 1929 Green Bay won the na-
tional professional football champion-
ship. They repeated in 1930 and 1931
with a team featuring such all-time pro
greats as Red Dunn, Verne Lewellen,
Cal Hubbard, Bo Molenda, Jug Earp,
Mike Michalske, Johnny Blood, Bill
Kern, Arnie Herber, Clarke Hinkle, Lav-
vie Dilweg, Tom Nash, Milt Gantenbein
and Hank Bruder. Many games 12 or
13 players would go for almost the full
60 minutes. These teams were hailed

all over the country as some of the
greatest ever.

THE HUTSON PERIOD — Trouble
flared again soon afterward. A fan fell
from the stands, sued and won a
$5,000 verdict and the insurance com-
pany went out of business. The Pack-
ers went into receivership, were just
about to fold, when Green Bay
businessmen came to the rescue
again, raised $15,000 in new capital
and reorganized the club. About this
time a rather slight, lanky end by the
name of Don Hutson came to the club.
From his first game on, Hutson be-
came the terror of the league and the
secret of Green Bay's next three
championships. With Herber and Cecil
Isbell pitching and Hutson catching
anything they threw at him despite any
kind of a stop-Hutson defense, Green
Bay won championships in 1936, 1939
and 1944, and all during the Hutson
era they always finished in the first di-
vision.

RONZANI REGIME — After Hutson’s
retirement, Packer fortunes again went
into a decline. The disastrous pro foot-
ball war brought on another financial
crisis after the 1949 season. In the
midst of it Lambeau resigned to take a
position as head coach of the Chicago
Cardinals. Then began another major
reorganization and rebuilding effort
with Gene Ronzani of the Bears hired
as head coach. Over $125,000 was
raised in a giant stock sale all over the
state. Rozani’s teams improved each of
the first three seasons until 1952. The
Packers were in the thick of the title
chase until the last weeks of the sea-
son. In 1953 the team played erractic
ball and Ronzani resigned with two
games remaining on the schedule.

BLACKBOURN TAKES OVER — The
Packers overhauled their front office
and coaching staff in 1954, hiring
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Verne C. Lewellen, all-time Packer
great, attorney and business man, as
general manager. Reaching into college
ranks for a head coach was the next
step in the re-building plans and Lisle
W. Blackbourn, coach of Marquette
University, was signed to a conract.
During the four-year Blackbourn regime
the Packers won 17 while losing 31.

McLEAN MOVES UP — Likeable Ray
“*Scooter’” McLean moved up from an
outstanding assistant coach to gquide
the destiny of the Packers for 1958.
McLean resigned in December after a
1-10-1 record, worst in Packer history
in his lone season as head coach.

THE LOMBARDI ERA — In 1959,
the Packers announced the signing of
New York Giant assistant Vince Lom-
bardi as head coach and general man-
ager.

In his first season, Lombardi lifted
the Packers to a 7-5 record and was
unanimously voted Coach of the Year.
Then in 1960, the Packers captured the
Western Division title and went on to
win World Championships in 1961,
1962, 1965, 1966, and 1967. Never
finishing lower than second since
1960, his teams became the standard
of football excellence and the Packer
franchise one of the most successful.
Over a nine year span as Head Coach.
Lombardi's teams racked up 141 vic-
tories against 39 losses and 4 ties for
a remarkable .783 winning percentage.
Even mcre noteworthy, however, is the
record of Lombardi coached teams in
post-season play. In 10 Division
playoffs and World Championship
Games, the Packers emerged victori-
ous nine times.

BENGSTON PERIOD — Fallowing
the third consecutive title in 1967,
Lombardi turned over the head coach-
ing duties to Phil Bengtson and one
88

year later announced that he was leav-
ing Green Bay to coach and manage
the Washington Redskins. Bengtson
coached the Packers from 1968-1970,
compiling a 20-21-1 record, and in
December of 1970 resigned.

THE DEVINE DAYS — Dan Devine,
one of the three most sucessful
coaches in the nation's collegiate
ranks, succeeded Bengtson as head
coach and general manager in January
of 1971. After settling for a 4-8-2 re-
cord during his first season, Devine
and the Packers appeared on the road
to new heights when 1973 produced a
10-4 record and the team’s first Cen-
tral Division title since 1967. But the
Packer's Super Bowl hopes dissolved
in the second half of '73 and they slip-
ped to a 5-7-2 mark. They continued
their recession in ‘74, emerging with a
6-8 record after losing their fast three
games, and Devine resigned.

THE PRESENT — Bart Starr, the
most successful field general in pro
football history as Green Bay's quar-
terback of the '60s, accepted the chal-
lenge to lead the Packers out of the
NFL wilderness, agreeing to a three-
year contract as head coach and gen-
eral manager on Dec. 24, 1974. Starr,
who led the Packers to five world
championsips from 1961 through
1967, asked for '‘the prayers and pati-
ence of Packer fans everywhere... We
will earn everything else.”

Although he had to settle for a 4-10
record in the baptismal season of a
massive rebuilding project, Starr gave
Packer fans new hope by assembling a
sound organization and restoring a
positive attitude, underscored by three
victories in the last five games of the
1975 season. He continued the re-
surgent trend in 1976, leading the
Packers to a 5-9 record, highlighted by
a three-game. mid-season winning
streak.
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